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widowhood. Nor is an army of young widows, who
are not allowed to remarry, any worse off than the
proportionately far larger number of young women
who have never been able, and are never likely to
be able, to marry at all in Europe.

It is of course true that the high castes are a
comparatively small proportion of the population;
but so surely do the lower castes copy the habits
and customs of their betters, that a description of
the life and conversation of the Brahmins might
fairly be taken as typical of that of the upper classes
of natives in most parts of India. There is no give
and take in these matters. The Brahmin is the
model upon which all others, after their lights, must
endeavour to fashion themselves.

Ritual plays a great part in his life and conversa-
tion. The building of his house, for instance, must
be undertaken at an auspicious season, and it must
be built according to caste rules. It must have a
blank wall towards the street to provide for privacy,
and its kitchen must be the best, not the most remote
and indifferent, of all the rooms, for the preparation
and consumption of food are almost religious rites,
and the kitchen is in fact a temple, into which no
person below the caste of the owner may enter. A
Brahmin may cook for a man of lower caste, but he
will only cook food he himself might consume, and
if the shadow of his master fell upon it he would
not eat it himself.